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EARLY CONNECTICUT KEENEYS TRACED

(From Pat Keeney Geyh, Milwsukee, WI)
Alexander Keeney first sppears

r
west side of Miliroad, below Goffe's
Bridge; he added more land later.,
Alexander married Alice, the widow
of Williem Colfax, about 1661.
lived 1n a frame house, shingled snd
clapboarded. They owned tio oxen and

They had seven children: Alexander,
born in 1662, married Hanneh Seard,
davghter of Obadish; Thomas, born i
266l ‘and Seran (his twin), who mam
ied Thomas Brewer or 1-16- 1682; Joor.
ech, born in 1666, married
Hi13s and they had Toseph (11 -8-1693),
Penjanin (1-1-1695), John (5-22-1699),

or Susanna (b.1-6-1700/1), Ashhel,

.11-25-170, name 1110ginle(5.29.07)

@ Alsxander, born about 1709.

(e fourth child, Lydia, was born

1669. Ehenczer in 1672 &
m 167k, Ricnard married Bunice Love-
land and they vere the parents of
Richard, ¥ary s 5.

Klorandor $1ea 1n 3400 ane Alice in
1683,

Daughters of American Colonists re-
searchers clain that Joseph's s
Alexander was born in 1709, that he
married Eunice House, and that they
ed a son Thomss (L741:18L0) who was
married to Mercy Lamb (1748-1839).

Fhencsor's sduostion was partly paid
by the town after his father's death

Florence Keeney Robertson, Kesney

genealogist of the esrly 1900's, savs
fhet Evenezer also had & son Jobn,
born in 1712, sany later generations
of Keeneys trace their ancestry back
o hin.

Land records in Glastonbury, Conn.
shows & John Keensy who sold his land
in 1737 in exchange for land in Rip-
ton Parish, Stratford, Gomn. In 1752,
with Samuel Hurd, he bought 142

in Kent, Comn. for 3000 pounds.

re 1o church racords fron Ripton Per-

1sh That would Terify this faxilye
o Jobn narried 1s & mystery, but

the Wil of Saxan Vebsierrs  father
lists her as the wife of John Keeney.
Sarah wes & descendent of the colon-
1al governor of Connecticubs

Considering the iime that he lived,
John surely would have served in the
French & Indian Ylars and the Revolu-
lion. Uafortunately, so msny Johms
served in the wars that it is imposs-
ble to know which is which,

At the Kent town mesting of Decem-

ed gr 1
Teoten fenos viewer ard in 1768 wes
elected surveyor.

Tn 1762 & deed was made to Zphrian,
Jobn'z son, and later John gave land
%o his son, John, Jr. John bad a dau-
ghter Esther, born 10»15-1794, ard a

deughter naned Amna.

Mark, son of aohn, s born 5-1-17h0
and died 10-7-18 s burled at
Lacyville, Fa. His com\-scone
that e was engaged i
Tle married Abagail Ebemﬂh (17)9-150&)
in 1759, They had nany children, the
oldest being Anna, born 10-8-1860.
Richard wss born 5-17-1762, Froelove

3-20-176l, Joshus 3-29-1766, Jeremish
3-13-1768, Rachel 3-26- 1770, Thomas
(Continued on Page

KEENEY LINK WITH LEE FAMILY

Visitors at LEE CHAPEL on the campus

of Washington & Lee University,

ington, Ta., have often enquived ahout

the lineage of Reler Keeney Lee, whose

tonb is there with other members  of
e Lee family. She was the wife of

_Ggorge Bolling Lee, who was the oldest

The Soctety of Lees of Virginia did
not have geneslogical information on
Helen, since they trace only the Lee
bloodline, Howsver, the Society was

EXPLORED

helpful in getting us in tomch  with
Mery L. Bowman, dsughter of Helen amd
George, who lives in Mclean, Virginis.

According to her dsughter, felen K.
Lee's father was Dr. Charles G. Keeney
and her mother wes Adele Harie Jones.

8.
had Gied sorlier: Tts gramdsusntor
had never met him.
Maybe our Western Keeneys will want
%o see if they can find more on this
Ke: anily.

baugh{er of Jumes and

{Stewart) Keeney. She came to
Brownsville, Oregon in 1851 from
Missouri on the "Keemey Wagon

Train
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Fathers are wondesful people
100 ftle wndecstood,
And we do not sing their praises
15 often as we shoul
For, samchow, Father seems fo be
the man who pays the bills,
While Motrer binds up litle harts
and nurses l oar Hls
And Father struggles daily
10 Jive up to “HIS IMAGE”
As procector and provider
and “horo of the scrimmage”
And perbaps that s the reuson
we somefimes get the notion
That Fathers are nat subjeet
the thing we call emation.
But if you look inside Dad's heart,
whete no one else can see,
Youll ind be’s sentimental
and as “soft” as he canbe ..
But he's so busy every day
in the gruelling race of lfe,
He loaves the sentimental staft
0 his partner and his wite .
But Fathers are just WONDERFUL
in a million different ways,
And they merit loving compliments
and accolades of praise,
For the only reason Dad aspires
10 fortune and success
s to make the family proud of him
and 10 bring them happiness .
And like OUR HEAVENLY FATHER,
he's a guardian and a guide,
Someone that we can count on
10 be ALWAYS ON OUR SIDE.
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Virginia, West Virginia, Georgia, omo, nal
iana, Kentacky, Tennessse, North Ca

and Heu Noxioo zathorad tor the somual Wost
Virginia Keeney REUNION on August 5. A mom—
orial service preceded tha dinner and emter-
tatment, Hosbesses Hammah and ¥sldred Kee
ney, Tetirved teachors, are shown ab the right.

American
Labor Leaders

ldred, left
Hanneh, right

he WA in the WYSFL; alter i e, bis CAIYES supgor
v in snihern West Ningunia tosentiod (e NS, noti (021 along
ah Mouncy, tesizned his UMWA offices in 1924 1o protest UMWA
president Joha L. Lewis'sq.v-1atteanpe o enorce U fucksouvile seale in
Wost Virginin. a police tacy chacged wouhl desleoy the union there,
7. the distriet was sdlministored e il presilends Peres
Tetlowigv.i, and., biiex, Vi A, Bitener i e ta lilinis in 1926 to
Gt The Cond Mture. i urion s Johm, Brophs ) "Save the
Ui campaig dnring 292 e
rink stand and thin an uil s gas speclator: in 1930, joined John 11
Wiher i), Frank Farrington .v.1, Alexander Havat . v, and Oscar
Ameciiger io the Revgaaized United Mine Worker

KEENEY, C. Frank  Boro in Kanawha Connty, W. Va litde is
Ko bt i childhond and early adult years; along with Mother Jones
{q.v.) organizd in 1919 the coal miners of Cabin Creck, W. Va.. an area
semular United Mine Workers of America (UMWA] organisers feared 1o
eaters dong with Fred Mooney {q v.) and Lawsence Dwyer, 1 UMW
internatinoal organizer, established three yems ater an insurgent district.
District 30, in the Cabin Creek arc t proiist alleged cormption and

930, v first e propreccor o

Walker e

inefficiency on the partof President Thauss Catrms fy. v ol othee officials
of District 17, UMWA, West Virgauias aftee Distriet 17 was reorganized by

1924

191
weithia  year ol becoming president, helped Distriet 17 add 10,000 mem
hers, gy off 835,000 deb, and sho 3 treasucy sueplus of $25.000; 0
1905, sz v th onemr of West Virns, preerted atenied
wnions miners” march into nonmnion ry that promised to result in
violenees again in 1921, 1]nnguvth«mu i edans e, prvented s

secona march: and Logan G
o et colomy at Shplen W. V.. i 1022, hwever goiteda march
cesulting i the “Battle of Blair Mountain”. in which theec deputi

Kifledl wnid 40 miners wounded: indicted. as a result of the conflict. hut
acquitted umwm oo aderswhe under ndiciment elected presi
dent ofthe West Vir e Federation of Labor (WVSFL): defested for
eclection b Joho Easton 5.1 n « 1o oo mosement 1 outs e

Ahated il the regalue TV one ther Jadees were expelled 1 1651
founded his o West Vaginia Miners Ui, wiich e rapadly bt
destraged elf with s stcike during depressed comltions: becane an
Admerican Fedvration ol abor orgariser o e Prgesive Mine Woorkios
of America in 1956 uzdd urianized threr West Virgins loeals, il of which
were destroved by the UMW A'S 1939 union siop agrevnients thereatter
iy carerr Cecosiorate, sl his Last keown fab sas s 2 paskungrot ation.
dunt; according o sesative. stil living in 1973; Evelyn [
Frawi ], Krebs, from il Begtnines Wt Vi St Foderti
of Lubor, 1031957 {19601 5. W Hess. od.. Strugafe i the Cou! Fields
The Autobuogrustve of fred Mooy 9675 freing Hevnstedn, The Lo
Yeors: A History of the American Workers, 120 1355 3960

Greenwood Press
Westput, Comoctont = Londun. England

K s s
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CONNECTICUT KEENEYS WYOMING ng sagontion hesocietion 19912, mud-
ALBERT LAWRENCE KEENEY, b.. 12_28.1900 “ ﬁh dist, Kiv did,w for
(Contamet) at Nontour, Tova, d. 2-3-1963; Gre tate Supt. of ST

~—and Solomon 4~9-1772 and Benjamin, the
oungest, date unlisted,

Joskua and Richard left Kent. It is
said that Joshua was an Indian trader
and spoke five Indien dialects. Both
he and Richard would vp in Luzerne Ca.,
Pa., an area contested by Connecticut
and Fennsylvania, hut, ceded by Congress
to Pennsylvenia.

The brothers bought, land in 1789 and
Joshua went bask %o Kent to marry Phebe
Sturdivent, His paremts, Mark and Abi~
gail, and his brother Thomss accompans

Timothy Pickering, s Pennsylvanis lead~
er, His role was dowsplayed in a trial,
but he served as 6 months term, refusing
several chances to ascape.

County history books recerd Mercy as
the one catehing thieves trying to steal
the fanily canoe while Thomss was impris-—

1) Gonotory, Larante, WT; univoreiy
eans 4.B., U, of uyoning, A.M., Colun KENTUCKY
bia U. (1935); married Dalsy Lovewell
7-22-1926; childven: Alberta Guynne & ‘ét““"“ Hc”: wagi'jﬂegmw? ;:f
Allen Lloyd Keeney; Supt. of Schools, ecturer, born in Rising Sun, In
Supertor, WI 1931:46; Dean of Men at 7. &na 9-3-1893; son of Semator George
of Wyoming fron 196 Preetdent, Hyon- He % Mery Schaffer Keeney; 4.B. and
A M. Degrees, Kaachaster Golisge;
wrn Theological Semi-
neds she refused o 16t go of the chain nary. - n., ianichase Untversitys
holding the bost and won the battle,  married Fugemie Hail, of Lowisvills,
Whalen 7. L-26-1927; children: Arthwr H.,
16*;“;;:;’m‘:‘;mj;“g;‘";gn"i;?h;; Jr. and Hary Aubrey Keeney; Pastor
tresd a panther. Nercy was the only g§“§§:c§gg;f§lx g;g;tP;;:gytsr:;:n
one uho vould stey and keep the pan-  CeUron 1309 Fire 1911‘”%-1923 en
ther treed wnile soaeone went Tor & e Bo L RS L e 3t
Themas and erey Lamb dled in New bt G I
Tk ot sred o Spoming: o, 2o 3 58 Dsirion o s
Pa. His will sts the Following otos 1)) Romarons. Aams oni,
children: Chester, Ablsl, Ira, Iymen, yeon 1.0.0.F,, Knights of Pythias;
Ann, John Calvin, Chardes Miner, Hire dsscendent of Arthur Miadlston, who
sx, Richar Thomss and Bora, ¥any of  (JoiCa D by on ot Tndaperdgncs.
them are buried at Lacyville, Pa. ot wio, TN RENTUGEE (3om6s

4

ODETTE Kh NE VIOLINIST

ODETIE KEENE was born Opal Keeney n Jackson, Tows,
1n 1897, the only child of Frank and Nellie Keeney. &

gn to his davghter. Frank gave geperously of his tine
Lo developing ex talent and for the Concert Band
wansgad for many years.
“odeten began violin lessons at age eight, She stud-

teach and write music. In 1915 she gradusted with
honors from Mequoeta High School. At 18 she went on
& Standard Cheutsuqua tour as pimwist with the Sidle
Goncert Orchestra. At 19 she played = season ag vio-
Unist snd hermony singer in vaudeville, with the
Keono-Browne trio.

Dpon returning to Mequosta, Odette tausht music and
dancing and, in 1925, orgenized The Melody Matds, a
concert group which becage popular in Eastern Iowa.
Her specinlty was olaying violin and dancing simultan-
eously to Brahn's Fifth Hugnerien Dance.

In 1929 Odette went to New York and joined the Vie-
linettes, four girls who worked in the Dave Harris Ra-

Varioty Land". They toured the southern states,
Flayed in Canada ad in ¥ew York-

Returning again to Iowa, ¥s. Keene formed her om
band, 0dette Keons and hor Grohssteahy prasonting the
Iatest and best in dance music, Anmual recitals fea-
tured orchestras, tnstrunental soloist singers, &a well
8 drometic song snd dance sketches. The last recital
inciuded & prize to the 1,000th pupile

In 1942 Odette moved to Hollywaod to write muaic for

e:
o Hor puptls thcluded rany cptidn en, among

Debbie Reynolds. "The Odette Keene Hewuer llyad cas-
uals at lodge affairs, college prograns, wilitary bases

GENEALOGY: Odette Keene was a granddaughter of and USO clubs.
Henry M. Keeney, great granddsughter of William Ray anthony recorded her song, "So I Said Yes" in his
5. Keeney, great-great grenddaughter of Willism 2lbun, "That's Show Biz."
H, C. Keeney and grest-great-great granddaughter Odette Keone (Keeney) was elected to membership in
of Michesl and Catherine Lewis Keeney, This ple- ASCAP in 1961 as was a 1ife member of the American Fed-
ture was taken in 1928. eration of Musicians. She dled Jarvary 1, 198k
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This tssma of UPDATE is being put
“together on my birthday - couldn't
thir
Actually, the content is a compila-
tion of meterial sent in from var
ious sources erd states. Again we
car see what a diverse family we
are

ANNDAL REPORT

There are exactly 112 Keeneys and
Kocney relstives interested in gen-
calogy - their genealogy. say:
s0? Fowever, UPDATE has
been sent to ahout 250 each time in
the hope that interest will expand.
thic mean financially?
It means that we have received in
contributions for UPDATE from these
112 & total of 402,50 in one yesr.
The cost of publication has tobaled
4B140, aore than balf of which is
expense for sostoge.

How do people get on the
135%7 By making a donatlon,

When are they dropped? Never, un-
less they ask to be dropred or we
reccive a desth reporte Peopls can
make donations when they feel moved
to da s0 - but we hope to get con-
tributions fron other Keeney kin who
are truly interested in their heri-
tage.

nailing

KEENEY HISTORY

The book we refer to in UPDATE is
"2,697 KEENEY RELATIVES", which wag
a great start, but is now becominz
better known for _the Keemeys missed
along the way, Fewer than 20 coples
remait cf the book; they'll be
for $15, plus Bé¢ postage (and 75¢
tex for West Virginians) to those
Tequesting them. Frinting is too ex-
pensive for re-publicetion.

GATEWOOD EIN

Keeneys (families of Michael, of
Stires J., and Foster Keeney) whose
sncestry traces back to Elisebeth,
Mildred and Fliza Gatewood, ¥ill be
interested to know that thelr fami-
lies will be included in & new: GATE=
WOOD Genoalogy, being printed now in
California. Femily history goes hack
o the late 1500s, when John Gatewood
settled in Essex Co., Va. Heny prom-
iuent educators, government officials
and military heroes are included {and
are our kin). The book will be more
than 1,000 pages and will casb sccords

ingly, perhaps as much as $50. De-
tails and ordering information will

DEDTCATION OF

GAPTATH JORATHAN K

ENEY PASS

was dedicited on July 3,
meat, with & Zl-fup @
e hundred Keoney de

1476, b

m'
Callahan Dl lee BLE from &
the Vale Fie and Drun Corpe.

by E
Vule and Jordun Valley.

the Vale Jii-centennial Celebration,
by the Federal Bureau of La

alute in honor of Captain Jonathan chney.
5 fothered aboutl fourteen miles
o, Gregon to see the plaque unveiled; to bear »
achington, 1.C.,

proviousty
an

ctill visible along this road,

a hic torlcdl (exhibiv

speaker, lir.
and enjoy the music o

: Hollow, way officiu-
0ld ruts, made by
Which ranc

NEW SUPPORTERS

ARTZOMA: Kristy Keeney Olson Clemmons,

¥esa

GEORGTA: YNorman H. Hsrless, Jr.,
Lawrencevills

TNDIAL H. Keeney, Peru

TELAS: ¥rs. §. C. (Amna F.) Hilem,
Victoria

VIRGINIA: Florence C. firs. Harvey)
Montgomery, Hampton

WRST VIRGTNIA: Joyce A. (Mrs.James)
Fout, Hof fuan, Suear Grove; Helen
Houdyshell, Wnite Sulphur
Belen Lafferty, Hurtington

Springss

be published next dooue.
e writer of UFDATE plans to pub=
Liah saon "GATINOODS OF WEST VIRGINw
three
e

aTeas,
lnes, please updste your family, as
listed in Keeney Helatives, and let

o hear from the Hontagues, Jarrets,
Nowlans and Whites listed wnder the
Gabewood kin,
NEWS & PICTURES

Rews sccounts, clippings, obitnare
ies and pictures (the older the bett-
er) are solicited and will be
if requested. Share your Keeney mem-
ories with the nationd

HOSLOE mm it
CEDA RV .. 0

returned

BID YOU RAMOW ...,

JASON FREDERICK KEENEY, bu8-3-81
et Bowie, MD ta Herbert F. {8.39)
and Carol Jean Byrd Keen

JEANA KAY HOY (B.601) uad Donald
R, Adkins, Jr. $-1-8 at home of
bride’s parents, .3 Branch M.,
st Belle, .

JOSHUA WAYNE QUALLS, b.5-31-84
and Warrensburg, MD, grandsom of
Gloria Jean Keeney (7.185) and Dar-
rell Jean Ferkins; son of Deborah
Joan & George Leonard Qualls.
JONATHRN HATTHEH KESNEY ,b.b-27-8)

at Newport News, Va., son of Charles
Ebrcar o iy Bebbio Kooney.

ASHL 15 MACE, b. 8-8-8,
son of P

oy Darlene Huy (8.600) ana .
Bryan Neve (areied 7-05-1 960
01§ WHO?

LISTINGS IN 1960~81 WHO'S WHO AMONG
AMERICAK HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS:

arla J. Keeney, Putpam County HS,
Cooksvjlle, TN; Cherrd Keeney, Char-
leston HS, W3 Kdn Keeney, Occana HS,
Wyoning Co., WV,



